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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Ms. Taha is engaging, enthusiastic, and a true teacher 
at heart. She is patient and her love for science shines 
through.  

Ms. Bongiorno: Thank you for being my go-to thought 
partner when I want to be creative but I need someone 
to help me pull it all together!

Ms. Lindsay: Thank you for being so helpful to my son 
and just being a beautiful beacon of light!

Ms. Holmes: Thank you for being so understanding of 
learning differences, and for letting us do what we 
need to do in your class. I look forward to every time 
we have you!

S tudents and parents are invited to join the fun! If 
you would like to give a Shout OUT to a teacher or 

staff  member, please Click Here.

On Friday, September 24, several IA students 
volunteered their time to support Mission: 

Hope during their Sisterhood Event. Students 
practiced real life skills while also learning more 
about the core mission of their organization, 
which is to empower women leaders in remote 
villages to promote sustainable change for their 
communities. 

Thank you to the following students for 
volunteering their time:
Lakshana Ramanan
Sejal Whitaker
Dhanvin Yajaman
Diya Phadke
Yashwant Pal lapolu
Emily Song
Mahika Das
Milana Yemilbekova
We are looking forward to building more 
partnerships to help empower our youth to 
use technology and innovative approaches 
to make differences in their local and global 
communities!

Student Voice

Student support team

When your student applied to IA, we 
asked them to identify which traits 

of  an IA student they most embody. The 
traits were: Inquisitive, Collaborative, 
Creative, Analytical, Well-rounded, 
Empathetic, Flexible, and Driven. While 
we also want our students to excel 
academically, we are trying to develop 
these soft skills and traits to simply 
make them better people and members 
of our community. Check in with your 
child and ask them what they love about 
IA and what traits they want to work on 
this year.  

O ctober will be the start of  our 
building tours for next year’s 

incoming 9th graders. Congratulations 
to our 23 IA Student Ambassadors. Our 
ambassadors will help recruit more 
amazing students for IA.  Our f irst tour 
date will be October 12, 2021.  Look 
for more tour updates on our website 
soon.  If  you have friends or neighbors 
interested in applying to Innovation 
Academy, please share this information 
with them.   

C an’t remember when your teachers 
are available for extra help? Check 

out our master Staff  Tutoring Schedule 

Upcoming Dates

October 1:   Cohort A + Engineering

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Student

Mr Sanders 
is more 

well-rounded 
than most. He 
enjoys Anime, 
bee-keeping, 
picnics with 
his family, 
and his job! “I 
love teaching 
and seeing 
students faces 

light up when they get a special effect to work 
in their video or successfully cut/drill the piece 
they are working on.” After eight years in the 
classroom, the video engineering teacher still 
strives to make students feel comfortable in his 
home away from home. “I believe in a welcoming 
classroom environment as the basis for student 
learning, we do coffee Tuesday and student of 
the month to help create that environment.”

Ben Phil ipson has a 
plan for himself. “I 

want to be a surgeon. 
Last year, I had to 
choose between playing 
baseball in high school 
or coming to IA. I 
chose IA to focus on my 
future.” The freshman, 
pictured with his 
brother, has learned 
to balance his life between study, family, 
working out, and having fun. “I strive to be 
like my brother, Tom, he works hard and 
plays hard. He is successful and happy.” He 
has found the transition to IA very easy. He 
likes the teachers and the concept. “I enjoy 
being more hands-on in the classroom; it is 
such a better way to learn.”

A nother great week at IA as 
we toured the middle school 
counselors through the build-

ing. While they were impressed 
with the facility, they loved seeing 
so many students highly engaged in 
projects. We finished out Wellness 
September and are prepping now 
for our first Fall Dance in October.  

Lastly, we launch our clubs next
     week, which will provide 

another opportunity to make new 
friends while sharing common 
interests. Please don’t forget to 
support our PTSO, which has been 
invaluable in launching our new 
school.

Tim Duncan

October 15:  NO FLEX FRIDAY
           Normal School Day

October 13: PSAT Day

check it out

W ednesday, October 13, will be a school day 
PSAT test day for all 9th – 10th graders at 

Innovation Academy High School.  All 9th – 
10th grade students are registered to test, so no 
further registration actions are needed. It is not 
a mandatory test, but it is a highly encouraged 
opportunity for interested students as the cost 
for testing is being covered by county and state 
funds. This PSAT is offered as a face-to-face 
exam only. Students should arrive to campus as 
a normal start day but have the option to leave 
early by parent pick up, 1:00 pm. Parents should 
utilize the Flex Friday early check out form 
provided here. 

S tudents who receive extended time may have 
a later testing period, and that will extend 

their release time. All students will have an 
opportunity to receive a “grab and go” lunch, and 
will have supervised study periods in the hangar 
for the remainder of the day. Please ensure your 
students have the following items on test day:  

•2 Number 2 Pencils (no mechanical pencils)
•A four- function calculator. No calculators with 
a keyboard are permitted. We will not provide 
calculators for students. 

 Buses will run at their normal dismissal time. 

P lease f ill this form out to help us for planning 
purposes. 

October 8:  Cohort B + Health Care

October 24: Cohort C + IT

Next Steps

A s we prepare for our first club meet-
ings to take place next Thursday 

during lunch and Tesla, sponsors are 
emailing club members with logistics 
and preparing to welcome them! We are 
so proud of our students for stepping up 
and putting together a variety of clubs 
that are going to be productive, interac-
tive, and fun. We have big plans for our 
clubs and are looking forward to hearing 
what else we can do to make IA a place 
for students to grow and achieve. 

check it out

D on’t miss the opportunity to 
recognize your IA student(s) 

as a founding member of our 
school. We are offering you 
the chance to celebrate ALL 
students in the yearbook! 
For more information go to 
iayearbook.com.

October 30: Fall Ball

October 11:  Columbus Day!
October 12: FCS Teacher Work Day

Step it up

The folks at Oya Yoga Studio sure have 
stepped it up by offering sessions for teach-

ers and students and helping us stage a pic-
ture of the entire student body in a yoga pose! 
Rumor is it is the largest of its kind. “We ap-
preciate everything they are doing to help our 
students and staff focus on self-care. I took 2 
minutes to practice a technique the other day 
and felt so much more relaxed,” said Caren Hart. 
For more information on the studio, which is 
located next to the school, Click HERE! 

https://forms.office.com/r/zM51AYhC1b
https://www.fultonschools.org/cms/lib/GA50000114/Centricity/Domain/8504/IA%20Staff%20Tutoring%20Schedule%20Fall%202021.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mLHcDGmBcEu6n9p-O6cAwvUhY1MpbNhKibWQy66vqJRUMUVRMFkzMlJINEExUVlHNEpBVUJSS0Y0MS4u
http://www.iayearbook.com/
https://www.oyayogastudio.com/classes/

